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Address by Bishop Strange Before tlml
Church Congress in New York.

The Problem Not to be  Settled by |
Amalzamation or Deportation—Ne-
aroes are Increasing in Actual
Numbers and Very Slowly Decreas-
inz in Proportion to the White Pop-
ulation—Movements of Population
The Average Southerners Opinion.
View of the Average Northerner.
An Appeal for Patience and Sympa-
thy.

The Afro-American has been free '0
work out his own salvation for more
than forty vears.

What will be his position and condi-
tion after forty or fifty or a hundred
years more?

Some say that but few of them will
be here inAmerica then, that the race
as 2 whole will be colonized into som=
other countries of the earth,
do not think so. Why? Becausz
at colonization have Dbezn
mwade and have failed. They have not
proved successful in Liberia, in Hayti,
or in Mexico. Emigrant ships sa-i«d
out of Baltimore with but part of (aeir
possible human cargo, when slavery in
America was the alternative; and ships
would probably go out of Baltimore
with even less of a cargo in these days
of freedom. Face frankly the difficul-
ties of ftransporting 9,000,000 pec-
ple away from America! It were a Jdif-
ficult task for a willimg people; but
these people are not willing. With
many, their local attachment is strong;
the ignorant are too suspicious to 2o0;
the intelligent look to Mexico, te Li-
beria and to Hayti, and say, "“"WAWny
should we?”

Others sav the unegro as such will
slowly disappear by amalgamation. hy

I

attempts

the absorption of the negro into the
iarger mass of white. [ think =aor
Why?

Because the facts of experience are
against it. During and shortly after
the Civil war, such public men as Dr
Croly, Theodore Tilton and Weadel
Phillips openly predicted and advoeat-
ed amalgamation. No public man, !
think, would do so teday. The whi'e
people of the north do not desire ii
for themselves; the white people ot
the south are dcrermined it shali not
he with them; thc ieading negroes ot
the south are oppused to it. Dr.Dubois,
of Atlanta University, a thoughtful aad
scholarly negro, has taken a positLion
in his pamphlet, “The Conservatisin ot
Races,” which every thinking man of
the south will aphold; that the megro
as a race must grow and develop in
America, and as a race make his cou-
tribution to the civilization of the
world, After forty wears of liberty
while the Caucasian races are blemdiug
in America, the negro race is as dis
tinct as in the days of slavery; Lhere
is more decided antipathy between Lhe
common man of the two races n: »w
than then: hardly any intermarry; and
even the illicit relation of the sexes
between white and black is growiang
less and less froquemt in the south
Every man with the smallest per c=ut
of negro biood is classed as a negid
and forced to associate with him; and
so, there is no starting point for amal-
gomation or for the desire for it. I
think the dominant sentiment of Ame¢r-
ica—north and south-—white and bla .k
—agrees with the statement made in
my hearing by Dr. Booker T. Washing
ton last September in New York: “Tiis
problem is to be cettled neither by mal-
gamation nor by deportation.”

Mr. F. L. Hoffman, the careful ana
conscientious author of “Race Trails
and Tendencies of the American No
gro, ' tells us that this serious prob-
lem in our American life will seiti:
itself by the extinctiom of the negro
He shows by statistics that the bircd
rate of the negro race is decreasing
and that the death rate is increasing.
How. then, can we get away from the
conclusion that the race is doomed,
and that, in process of time it will
die out? And yet, and yet, the pro-
portion of negroes to the whole popu-
lation of the United States was in 1860
14.9 per cent.; in 1890, in spite of the
tremondous whit2 immmigration into our
country, it had failen only to 119 per
cent.: and 1900 (¢ 11.6 per cent. In
1860, in the eleven southern states and
in Maryland, iNentucky and the
District of Columbia—all the staies
which at that time had omne-fifth or
more of the population e¢olored—th3
negroes made up 36.7 per cent. of the
—whole population of the states;in 1830
they composed 26.8 per cent.; and in
1900 36.1 per cent. Thus we see ‘hat
facts and figures compel us to confess
or rejoice in the fact that the negro is
to be with us hiere in America as a race,
increasing in actual numbers, and very
slowly decreasing in proportion to the
wh population.

Now, let us see where these negioz2es
are, and what movements of popula-
tion among them we can discover.
Ninety per cent are in the above men-
tioned southern <tates, making up 36
per cent. of their population; the oth-
er 10 per cent. are scattered over the
rest of the United States, averaging
about 2 per cent. of the total popula-
tion. These relative proportions have
been nearly the same for forty years.
But, while not changing these general
ratios, two decided movements of pop-
ulation have been going on for more
than twenty years—first a large numn-
ber of negroes have been moving con-
stantly from the country to the south-
ern towns and cities; and, sec-
ond. a small but steady stream of
Afro-Americans has been running from
the southern to the large northern cit-
jes. Washington’s colored population
increased for the ten years between
1890 and 1800 from 75,000 to 86,000,
Baltimore’s from 67,000 to 79,000; Phil-
adelphia's from 40,000 to 66,000; New
York's from 23,000 to 60,000.

Keeping these basal facts in view, let
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sian, and of the average honest, intel-
ligent white man of the south is prac-
tically the same: uncertain, gloomy,
hopeless. The statistician, gathe.icZ
together his figures and considering his
averages, tells us that statistics do nct
lie; the southerr white man broaght
face to face with the vast mass of the

! negroes, looking at them as a wac:le,

says: ‘“We are with the negroes day
by day; we know them; and we se¢ no
improvement in them. The negroes’
are leaving the country and are herd-|
ing together in tne cities, where ihey
are increasing in vice and crime :uadi
immorality. Out in the country districts
away from the whites, almost entirely
to themselves,ther are shiftless aad
immoral; they will not work steadily
they have little regard for the n:ar-
riage tie. With many idle negroes al
around us, servants and farm laborers!
are harder tc et and less efficient
when we do ge* *hem than formerly.
We see negroes on the chain gang, in
the courts and jaiis and penitentiaries
We read of and know of horrible innu-
mar crimeg committed by them; we
are ofraid for our women to go any-
where in the country alone. The idea
of our associaticn on equal terms wiin
them is simply absurd. The negro is
not a white man with a bilack skin.
The e¢ducation they have had seei's 10
do them po good; it spoils a good la-
porver, and doesn’'t make an efficient
marn We remeriber the fearful cou-
dition of things when we were uader
negro governmeat, and we look over 1o
Hayv'i to see what a country will he-
come when ruled entirely bv negroes.
How can we le. them vote on 2gual
terms and vet preserve our civilization?
Cod knows. He may have someiling
good for them bHit we cannot see ii °

The avcrage honest, inteli’gent
northern man, starting with the theo-
retic assumption that the negro is
41 man, a man hke himself only with
a black skin, long held in slavery zn:
still much restricted in his efforts to-
wards progress. has been more optimis-
tic in hig answer. “Throw away .his
race antipathy,” savs he, “educate tie
negco, treat him like a man and 2
brother, and he will take his place as|
any uther American citizen.” To ithis’
northern man has come from time 10|
time zn educated, intelligent, upright,
negro, showing himself to be a man
just .ike any other man. He has talk-
+d with Dr. Wa:hington and Dr. Du-
Pnis. He has been maybe, to Hamp#a
ars has consulted General Armstrong
and Dr. Frisseli. He learns that tke
negro illiteracy has been reduced in
{woently vears from 70 per cent. tc 47
p2r cent., that in many parts of tne
north and of the south the colored po-
ple are buying land and building
homes, accpmulaling property, making
doctors, lawyers, teachers and preach-
ers. “Why all this talk about sccial
cquality, this dread of negro domina-
tior. : The negro is just like any other
man: give him a chance and he will
fake care of himself, and be a blessing
to tite whole land.”

Which view is coirect? Both. Which
view is correct”?” Neither. Both are
correct from their own standpoint; and
yet neither one is correct, because be
sees onlv one side of the shield, Jdoes
not consider all uf the facts. The sourh-
ern man looks at the mass, at the ne-
gro at his worst, and does not see the
few rising up from the maltitude, giv-
ing promise of what can be dope.
From {he social and political coadi-
tiong, in which the southern white 1an
has been living for the past thicty
vears, he does nnt see these exception-
al negroes, cannot know them, uniess
he takes the trouble to search tacm
out.

The northern man Jooks at the few
exceptional negroes, and does not see
and realize the low and wretched con-
dition of the whole.

To show how natural and yet how in-
correct are these partial cpinions, the
average Northern man who comes 1o
live in the South takes the Southern
view: and net only that, but the aver-
age northern man who, while still in
the North .comes in contact with the
mass of the negroes moving to the
Northern cities, am® who takes the
trouble to inferm himself of the gen-
eral conditions in the South, agrees
with the Southern man They are not
as hopeful now of the solution of this
problem as they were thirty years ago.
And on the other hand, the few earn-
est, thonghtful, far-seeing men of both
North and South—and their numbers
are szrowing—are coming to take
something like the position with which
the Northern man started—that is, that
the negro is a man hampered by con-
ditions. But, they see and declare that
those conditions are mot only in the
negro surroundings, but in his blood,
that they are not only here today, but
that they go back of the present, go
back of slavery, go back across the
waters to thousands of vears in Africa.
And these men ask from North anf
South, white and black, patience, dis-
crimination, sympathy.

The statistician takes the average of
the negro race; and truly it is discour-
aging: but what does the statistician
know of the rising few, who refuse 1o
be judged by the average, and point us
by their own lives to the possibilities
of their race? If we would see the fu-
ture of the negro trnly, we must 1 KE
a composite picture, eliminating the
false and acknowledging the true in
each view.

The negroes are divided more decid-
edly than any other race in our land
into two distinet classes, though indi-
viduals cross and recross the line; and
there are many, very many, hard to
classify. The one class is made up by
the few upright, intelligent, heaithy,
industrions, earnest men and women,
who are enjoying sweet and pure
itomes, accumulating property, filling
professional an: mercantile positions,
showing their fellows how to labor
with thrift and dignity. This class,
while few comparatively, is steadily
increasing in numbers and influence,

many who are living apart in the coun-
try or herded together in the city; lazy,
diseased, restless, vicious, criminal, iTi-
moral, crowding the poor houses, the
courts and the jails. This class, while
very large in numbers, is slowly de-
creasing relatively by the loss from
above of its better elements, who are

us repeat our first question, ““What
will be the future of the mnegro

America?”
The answer of Hoffman, the statieti-

in'

moving into the first class, and by the
loss from below of its worst elements,
|

“disease and death.

The other class is composed of the

It seems to me that, under the work-
ing of nature’s great stern law of the
“survival of the fittest’ in the struggle
for existence, a large section of the
negro race is going to be simply slough-
ed off in natures curative processes.
And then, again, I see under that other |
law of nature, just as great and far
more beautiful, “the struggle for the |
Iife of others,” that the negroes whu
are left will be lifted up and forwarded
by the Christian sympathy and help,
which will come to them in ever-in-
creasing force from their own black
brothers and from the God-fearing and
man-loving whites of the North and of
the South.

What, then, shall be the future cof
the American negro? My answer is
hopeful, though it comes from the
South, though it comes from one who
agrees with the social and political po-
gitions which have been taken by the
South. My answer is hopeful, in the
face of the published writings of Hugo
Mustenberg and of James Bryce. 'My
answer agrees practically with that of
Dr. Washington in his wise and timely
little book, called “The Future of the
American Negro”; and with me agree
an increasing number of the leading
white men of both North and South,
We believe so because we look at the
facts on all sides, because we think
that “a man’s a man for a ’that”; be-
cause we believe in justice and intel-
l1igence of the white men of the South;
because we trust in God. Let me quote

from Mr. Edgar Gardner Murphy's
wise and timely book, “The Present

South”: *“The process upward—al-
tbough the story of a smaller number
—must be herne cleary and steadily
in mind The failure of zreat masses
of auen—in the total life of any race—
st not obscure the achievements of
the few. Indeed, to the historians of
the great ventures and experiments of
civilization, the achievements of the
few are of more significance than the

failures of the many. For achieve-
nent—even though upon a small scale

—is a demonstration of possibilities, 1t
gives a starting point for constructive
theories and policies; it cives authority
te anticipation.”

We admit that the great mass of the
negro race has not improved, has
grown worse rather than better; but we
siy, “Study the negro in Africa, review
the conditions in this country since
1865, and what else could you expect?”
We admit that the prejudice and an-
tipathy of the average young white and
biack man against each other are more
intense and bifter than forty vears ago,
hut again we say, “Learn the real facts
and think over them: and what else
could you expectr” Then we ask you
to study more clearly the rising pro
gressive few, who give us promise of
what the many may come to be and do.

We 2o to Hampton Tuskegee and
Atlanta university: we see the fine work
going on there, and we are told by
those who know that of the hundreds
who go forth every vear from these
centres of Christian thought and labor,
more than 90 per cent. make a suecess
of their lives in meeting the conditions
of our complex civilization: that many
of them are going back to the country
te teach the common public schools, to
buy lands for themsclves, and to train
the people by precept i example into
a more intelligent and productive til-
lage of the soil. We know that here
and there throughout pur broad South
land, in both ¢ily and country, negro
men and women are leading clean lives,
building homes, 1aking an honest liv-
ing, buying property, teaching and
preaching high things, practicing suc-
cessfully both law and medicine. The
negroes are looking less to politics and
more to honest industry for progress
and happiness; and they are the more
ready to listen to true sympathetic
white men, even in political matters,
where they can combine to vote for the
best men in loeal politics. We are ali
admitting that wuch of the negro edu-
catior has been one-sided and impracti-
cal, and we are striving to make edu-
cation more truly training for life. Yes,
and the wisest of our statesmen and
publie school superintendents are tell-
ing us that the trouble with the negro
has been too little education rather
than too much; and they are persuad-
ing our people to give them more and
truer education. The best negroes are
Lolding to their race purity, asking the
whites for justive and sympathy, and
urging their fellow negroes to morality,
energy and honesty. The best South-
ern whites are holding to their race
purity, and are plending snecessfully
with their fellows for justice, sympa-
thy for their black fellowmen. They
are talking with the negroes on matiers
of importance to both races: and they
are according to them hearty congratu-
lations fer their advance and progress
in any department of life. We are
asking the men of-the North to stop
political pressure, and to give to us
patience and sym:pathy: and they are
listening to us wore aad more, If con-
gress will make wise and generous ap-
propriation for the true education of
the negro, these Lhopeful tendencies will
rapidly grow into great, working, pro-
gressive facts.

What, then, shall be the position and
condition of the negro in the Southern
States?

Judging the future by the past,
thinking what the negroes were an
hundred years ago, and what some of
the strongest tendencies of the present,
them have become today, following out
I look forward to the time—God alone
in His infinite wisdom knows the com-
ing of the day—when two races shail
dwell together in our Southern land 1n
peace, with mutual forbearance, confi-
dence and regard. Each standing so
cially apart for the purity of the racs,
each finding the fullest siberty and the
freest scope for every ambition and en-
joyment within its own bosom. Each
race equal in cpportunity for all that
is worth having in life—possessing
equal industrial, legal and political
rights. The men in each voting not
as a race, but as individual citizens for
the true interest of a common country.
the weai: of either looking up in confi-
dence to the strong of Loth: the strong
of each going forward 1n loving sympa-
thy to relieve the necessities of any.

That Arkansas legislator whe is in
durance vile becades he offered a fel-
low member $50 for his vote, is a living
example of a fool and hig money trying

who are steadily falling ont under na-
ture's rough and ready punishments of

DECISION AS TO TAX ON COTTON

An Impcrtant Decision of the Supreme
Court in the Case of Murdock and
Watt vs. the Commissioners of Ire-
dell.

The Landmark stated recently that
in the case of Murdock and Watt vs.
the commissioners of Iredell, concern-
ning tax on certain cotton, the Su-
preme Court hai reversed the juds-
ment of the low:>r court and dismiss-
ed the proceeding. This wee ka copy
of the judgment in this case was re-
ceived by Clerk Hartness, of Ireiell
Superior Court ,and as the case is an
important one The Landmark prints
it for information.

Messrs. R. K. Murdock and N. P.
Watt, cotton dealers of Statesville, had
on hand in the spring of 1902 coitoa
valued at $10,080. In May, 1902, they
wrote to Mr. John Van Landingham,
commission meichant of Charloite,
asking him to se!l the cotton for them.
He offered to make the sale for a cer-
tain commission and was accepted. (m
the 1st day of Jvne, 1902, the cotton
was still in a warehouse in States-
ville, under the contro! of Murdock
and Watt, and had not been sold by
Mr. Van Landingham, although und:r
the contract mentioned it was in lis
hands to sell. Now under the law “*hz
valae of cotton, totacco or other prop-
erty in the hands of commission wmer-
chants or agents in or out of the
state” is a solvent credit, and in re-
turning solvent credits “the amount
of collectable dcbts owing by him.”
Well, when Murdock and Watt made
their return of property on hand jun=
1st, 1902, they rewurned $10,080 warth
of cotion as a solvent credit and de-
duec® »d therefrom $10.800 of indebted-
ness, which of course left them due
“less than nothing” in the way of 1ax
on the cotton.

To this return *the county commis-
sioners deraurred. The commissioners,
under advice of ccunsel, held that the
cotton, being in a warehouse in Siates-
ville under cont;ol of Murdock and
Watt, was not really “in the hands ct”
Mr. Van Landingham as a commission
merchant, although he was authoriz-
ed to sell it for a commission; and
that therefore Murdock and \Watt
could not return the property as a s)l-
vent credit and deduct their indebield-
ness therefrom, Yut must list the cort-
ton as other personal property and
pay taxes accordingly.

After several hearings on the mac-
ter the commissioners ordered thal the
tax due on the corton under their ral-
ing—$95.61—be collected, and Murdozck
and Watt paid (ke tax and appealed.
The case came up for a hearing be-
fore Judge Bryan at last February
term of Iredeil superior court. Judge
Brvan decided-against the defendanrts
—the commissioners—and they appea'-
ed. The opinion of the Supreme Court
is writer by Justice George H
Brown and is as follows:

His honor, Judgze Bryan, instructed
the jury upon the evidence to answer
the issue ‘“No,” and gave judgment
for plaintiffs for §45.61, the amount of
tax whnich the plaintiffs had paid. in
this we think there was error.

1st. We are of opinion that the cvi-
denc2 failed to bring the transaction
within the termis of the act of 1950],
chapter 7, section 33. All the evidenee,
including that of the plaintiffs thcm-
selves, tended to prove that the cot-
ton wasg not ‘“‘in the hands of a com-
mission merchant or agent in or mnt
of «the state,” but was in the plainiiif's
own hands and nossession and un‘i=ar
their control ana Kkeeping; that o
June 1, 1902, it was in their warehousa
in Statesville, 1c which they had {ne
keys. Therefore the value of the co!-
ton in the hands »f a commission mer-
chant,” under the facts in this case,
could not very well be assessed as a
solvent credit, and therefore the :ac-
tion of the board was legal.

2nd. The superior court had no jur-
isdiction to render the judgment set
out in the record. It is true the case
on appeal calls this proceéeding a civil
action, but the record discloses 'hat
it is not, as shown by the followinz
extract: *“The appellent board -l>-
clined to accept che return as made by
appellees, and ordered the clerk ot
its board to make out a receipt for
taxes in conformity to corrected ax
return, from which order the apnhel-
lees appealed 1o the superior court in
term. The followving is the ordar of
said board: ‘Ordered, that the clerk
of this board make out the tax 1te-
ceipt against Watt and Murdock jor
$10,080, as corrected receipt for retuin
of 1902

“At the meeting of the board of
commissioners 1n August the following
appears of record: ‘The question of
taxes against Watt and Murdock, apon
motion to Teconsider; motion overiil-
ed, from which defendants give no-
tice ¢f an appeal.’ Notice of app=al
waived in open session.”

It appears froi: the judgment of (he
superior court that the ad valorem 1ax
of $95.61 assessed upon the cotton was
paid by plaintiffs, and the court rea-
ders judgment in their favor against
defendants for +*hat sum. Althouzh
the point was not made, we fell it our
duty to notice the defect of jurisdiction
in the superior court to render the
judgment. There is no statute with
which we are acquainted, and nonc
has Hheen cailed to our attention, which
gives the superior court jurisdiction
to entertain sucn an appeal or pro-
ceeding as this, ¢r to render a juldg-
ment in it against the defendants for
the amount of e tax paid. If *he
plaintiffs paid this tax in obediencc o
the order of the board of commissicr. -
ers, under protes:, the proper remady
to test the legaiily of the tax is by
an action brought in a court of a jus-
tice of the peace v recover the amount
paid. Then the superior court would
have appellate jurisdiction. The pro-
ceeding is irregular. Let the judg-
ment of the superior court be revers-
ed and this proceeding dismissed "—
Statesville Landmark.

Morton Not to Igie Cabinet Before

Washington. May 12 —Seccratary o»f
the Navy Morton todav stated that
he had no present intention of resign-
ing from the cabinet. He =said how-
ever. that it was understood hetween
the I'resident and himself that he

New Mctal and Its Use,

A few weeks ago electrical engineers
got wind of a new incandescent lamp
hailing from Germany. Now, as a
ruie, no one even raises an eyebrow at
such an announcement, for reputed im-
provements on incandescent lamps are
an old story, but the newcomer was un-
vsual in that the light-giving filament
was a plain metallic wire drawn from
tantalum, an element of which most
people had not even heard the name.
Tantalum is an element which has
been known for more than half a cen-
tury as a constituent of various rather
uncommon minerals, but nobody knew
it for anything more than a black pow-
der which could be obtained without
great difficulty, but was of no use after
one had it. It bhas turned out, how-
ever, that when melted in vacue, to
overcome its unpleasant trick of ab-
sorbing nitrogen when bot, this black
powder became a little ingot of real
metal, which possessed very remark-
able properties. Metallic tantalum s
a bluish-white substance, a little dark-
er in color than platinum, and about
three-quarters as heavy for the same
bulk. It is, for a metal, an wnusually
bad conductor of electricity, and has
an extremely high melting point, both
of these properties being invaluable
tor the purpose intended. Besides this,
it can be hammered into sheets, and
rolled or drawn into fine wire quite
easily. '
Its melting point is so high that it
can be pushed to vivid incandescence
that makes an ordinary lamp look yei-
low, By this same token, the light is
produced at a high efficiency, so that
for the same energy used the tantalum
filament gives nearly double the light
of a carbon filament. The former, hy
the way, increases its ejectrical resis-
tance as it gets hotter, while the latter
has its highest resistance when cold,
The result is a very curions difference
of appearance when a tantalum and a
carbon lamp are turned on together.
The latter takes a perceptible time to
reach full brillianey, while the former
jumps to whiteness more quickly than
the eve can follow it.—Louis Bell in
Harper's Weekly.

Woman With a History.

A well dressed and sharp-faced
woman entered a lawver's office and
verv shortiv was standing by his table,
g2avy The Chicago Journal.

*1 beg vour pardon,” she said to the
awyer, “hiut can vou spare a few mo-
mceate ¢f vour valuable time?”
“*I arm yverv busyv madam.” he
plied, “Lot if vou have anvthing of ir.-
portance to commanicate I shall be
glad 1o hiear it. Prav he seated.”
“Thank vou—no.” she said looking
rGUnd 1N a nNervous way at the clerks.
“I ama woman with a historyv, and—--"
“LI'sceu=e me.” anologized the lawser,
anticipating o fee. “Perhans vou had
witer stop into v nrivate office with
me where we <shall not be interrupt-
od."

She thanked him and thev went into
the adioining room.
“*Now.” he =aid when
scated, I presume vou
e11it e on this matter
torv ?"
“Yes, sir
«ATT

ol L]
alle

thev were
wish to con-
of vour his-

That is whyvy [ am here.”
Very well- -proceed. Anthing von
may sav to me will be heard in the
strictest confidence. You were =aving
cON were a woman with a history? —
thig vervy svympathetically, as an en-
couragemnent.

“Vee, gir.” she hegan. as she laid a
dvcument before him. “It is a ‘History
nf Napoleon Bongzparte' in enghteen
monthly parts at £2 a part. and—"
The lawver threw up his hands: but
she had him. and he could nnt get
3wuyv until he had put down his name.
Now. when “a woman with a history"
i, mentioned in his hearing. it causes
2 «old chill to run down his back.

The Fat Drummer,
At a dinner given in New York in
Walter Damresch’s honor, the musician
<aid, according to the Buffalo Enquirer.
“The arts tend to spiritualize us.”
“How (rue that is,” said Mr. Dawm-
roesch’s neighbor. “Fat people, [ai
painters, fat musicians, fat dramatists,
don’t exist, do they?”
“I don’t believe they do,” said Mr.
Damrosch. Then, smiling, ne went on.
“Did you ever hear of the Dubuque
drummer who was discharged?”
“No, never,” said the neighbor.
“Well,” began Mr. Damrosch, “ther~
was a2 drummer in a Dubuque band
who had drummed faithfully for over
twenty years. He was never absent
from his post of duty, he was never
late or careless, and never in fortissimo
passages, did he spare himself in his
ttacks upon his drom.

“Nevertheless, the leader of the band
took his faithful servitor aside one day
and said:

“*‘Brown, I'm sorry, but I shall have
to dispense with your services,’

“It seemed to the unfortunate drum-
mer that the bright suniight turned a
sioomy black,

“*\Why? he gasped.

“The leader, a lean, aesthetic chap
frowned as he answered:

“*Why? You ask me why? A man
who has got so fat he ean no lonzex
Lit the middle of the drum asks e
why?"”

Not an Abstainer,
Senator Sturgis, author of Maine's
drastic legislation for the enforcement
of prohibition. blandly admits that Le
is not a tctal abstainer. The disclosure
ig somowlat startling to thosc who be-
lieve that every man should be his owan
prohibitionist: or., at the very least,
that no one not a teetotaler should try
te keep others fronr zetupg a Jdrink
when they want it. There is a certain
apparent incopsistency iu the states-
pan’s legishative and personal conduct,
though it ma) noi appear 8o o 1
Maine man. Voluntary total absti-
rence should be the standard of a pro-
fessional prohibitionist and then

o er, Sturgis probably gets his by ex
press, withont violating the law.—-
f.owell Citizen.

“Qneaking of absent-minded polite-
ness."” said Thos. W. Ross, of “Check-
ers’” fame. the other night., “I once at-
tended a murder triali with a promi-
nient New Yorker who had a mania
for such trials and for retting ac-
aquainted with the accused. He knew
this one. and as the latter. after just
being sentenced to be hanged on Fri-
iayv the eighteenth of the month. was
walking to his cell. myv friend leaned
forward and. giving him 2 hand-shake
said, ‘Well. so long old chap: see voi

| to part.—Chattanooga News."

should lecave the cabint next fall

the |
ucregenerate would not scoff. How- |

] IMPROVEMENTS ON A & N. C.

Heavy Rails Being Lald—New Bridges
to he Comstructed=—Additions to the
Tassenger and naqm

(Special to The Messenger.)
Goldshoro, N. (., May 13.—The At-
lantic and North Carolina Company is
going right ahead with improvements
of its rolling stock and roadbed. The

probabilities are that by the end of
the two years much more than the
$300,000 stipulated in the lease will
have been expended in improvements
and betterments.

Though the present management has
lad the property less than a year 11O
new freight cars have already been ad-
ded to its equipment. Others are be-
ing built and by the middle of June the
road’s passenger equipment will be in-
creased by nine new sixty foot passen-
ger and express cars

The work of relaying the euntire line
v ith heavier steel goes forwand as
rapidly as delivery of the rail is made
by the mills. So far new GO-pound rail
has been laid for a distance of over 12
miles, and is now in use. A sufficient
quantity for 20 miles will be delivered
within the next 60 days. This wiil
practically complete the relaying of the
track from New Bern to RKinston, O
ders have been placed for new rail suf-
ficient to relay the entire track from
Goldsboro to Morehead City.

In order to accommolate the heavy
trains made necessary by its increas-
ing tratfic, the present bridges across
Neuse and Newport rivers are being re-
placed by heavier steel structures, The
new bridges are of latest design and
nre of sufficient strength to carry any
train. The Neuse river bridge will
have three spans, 125 feet each i
length, and will cost $40.000. The New-
port river bridge is 60 feet long anag
will cost about £T.000. The contract
for the bridges has been awarded to the
American Bridge Compaany, of New
York, and the contract for the stone
work to Volvin & Davidson, Asheville,
N\. . Contract calls for completion of
the bridges not later than September
180,

YOUNG WOMAN IN JAIL

Sentenced 1o Penitentiary for Rob-
hory—4"1aims to be Danghter of B,
J. Revnulds.,

A voung woman giving the name of
Reatr ce Langhorn -, but clalming to ne
{he dunghter of 1L J. Revnolds, the
millionaire folaceo  manufacturer of
N. C, whom. ghe de

clared j¢ now suing for her share
of her wother's estate of $300,000, has
Leen convicted here of robbery from
the person and given oue year in the
Virginia penitentiary

The girl says she is fromm Washing-
ton, D. (., where her lawyer is Camp-
Lell Carrington, of Washington,

The prisoners’ victim was Hugls
Thompson, of New York, chief gunner's
veoman, of the United States monitor
Florida, who declares the woman rob-
hed him of $200.

Joseph Richardson, claiming to be
the woman’s husband, today employed
Judge D. lucker Brooks as counusel in
an effort to get a new trial for the girl
‘now in jail.

Beatrice Langhorne, who was soa-
tenced to the penitentiary for a yeas
here vestenday, said today that she is
the daughtsr of R. J. Reynol1s of Win-
ston-Na'em, the millionaire tobazeon-
ist, She says she bas a suit pending
seanst him for Ler one-third of the
$500,000 independent estate of her
mwother. She said that Mr. Reynolds
was recently married to his stenogra-
pher and that they were traveling in
Europe, but she admitted that he de-
niesg the relationshm she claims. She
is well educated, intelligent and was
handsome before she began the life she
leads now. The robbery wasg cominit-
tedd in the woman's rootn  in  Churgh
street, where Hugh Thompson, the gun.
ner's mate on the monitor Florida, lost
$220 from a wallet in an nside pocket,

Mr. Reyuolds and wife are in Rome

Winstan-salen,

slie

-

enjoving the sights there.—Norfolk
Dispateh
LOOMIS-BOWEN DIPUTE

Ofticial Explanation of the Status of

the Case—Bowen Called at the
White House Yesterday.
Washington, May 15.—The formal

trial of the issues bhetween Acting Nee-
retary Loomis and Minister Bowen be-
can today when My, Bowen presented
Lhimself at the White House. The
I'resident suggested that Mr. Bowen
eanll on Secretary Tafe, which be did.
The status of the case Is officially ex-
plained ag follows:

Saturday night Acting Secretary
loomis notified Secretary Taft that bhe
Lad completed the preparation of his
answer to the various allezations con-
cerning himself, which had Deen trans-
mitted ‘o the secretary of state in the
first place and later to the secretary of
wiair by Minister Bowen, Min!ster
Powen has been careful to expiain (o
Regretary Taft that these were not his
charges; that he oerely transmitted
thein for the information of the depart-
ment. Sunday morning Mr. Loomis
enbiritted] his answer with accompany -
ing doenments bearing upon the sub-
jeet. Secretary Taft went over these
with ecare, then carried them to the
White House, where he told the Presi-
dent of their contents and consulted
with him as to the course to be pur-
suel. It was then agreed that Secre-
tary Taft should undertake to arrange
the matter for presentation to the Pres-
ident. In other words, he should do
all of the preliminary work of sifting
L out the evidence and preparing a syn-
opsis for the President’s consideration.
80 when Minister Bowen called upon
Nir. Taft today the latter turned over
to him Mr. Loomis’ counater-charges
seaingt Minister Bowen, to the effeci
that he had instigated the ecirculation
of unfounded reports against his supe-
rior officer, involving maifeasance in
office. Mr. Bowen at once began pre-
partion of a reply.

Miss Stocksanbons—"“I thought T
gaw the baron come in. Where is he?”
Mr. Stocksanbouas—*“He has just had
an interview with me: . and at present
he Is in the J}brary to figure out

on the eighteenth.' "—Exchange.

l whether he loves you or not.”—Life.




